Mendham Recreation Committee Minutes: May 9, 2018

In attendance: Nancy Rodrigues, Melissa Wojcik, Ned Panfile, Kevin Lanahan, Stan Witczak (councilman) & Bruce DiBisceglie (dept chair).  Guest: Hillary Clark
1. Communications
a. April 2018 Mendham Borough Recreation Committee (MBRC) meeting minutes were approved. Minutes and agendas posted to Mendham Borough website.
b. Communications:

i. Bruce has begun to receive Day Camp background checks from Detective Irons of the Mendham Borough Police Department.
ii. Variety of inquires about Day camp registration. All have been answered.
iii. Bruce, Allison (JMK), Mimi, Jeff & Lisa have been coordinating the FTF banner promotion. 
c. Meetings: 
i. Bruce met with Max Sheppard about confirming the volleyball court reclamation status in conjunction with DPW and the high school IB program. 

ii. Bruce & Stan attended the April 19 Borough Council Meeting:
1. Tennis Court resurfacing should occur in 2018. Two of the four courts will be resurfaced at a cost of approx. $50,000 per court. The remaining two courts may be converted to a multi-use synthetic turf. The feasibility and logistics are being reviewed by Engineer Paul Ferriero.

2. Stan reported that the Day Camp hiring process had completed. 101 candidates were reviewed by Bruce and contract offers were sent out by Penny Andrus.
3. Stan addressed a question about the organization status of JMK Events. JMK is not a non-profit. They are a professional organization for profit. This was recognized and accepted from the start. JMK is essentially a turn-key operation and is working closely with the MBRC to assure a successful event on June 16th 

2. Food Truck Festival Promotion: 

a. Allison (JMK) asked that we increase promotion through our Facebook, Twitter & Instagram accounts.
b. Melissa has spoken with Barbara Freda about promoting the FTF in the “Mendham News”. A free advertisement will run in the May 20 issue. 
c. Bruce will send eBlasts through the YahooGroups list to promote the event. The list currently has 472 email addresses for Borough residents.
d. Bruce & Lisa will update the Recreation webpage and Borough home page to scroll banners on the two pages and add a .jpg to the home page
e. Bruce will contact Fran Plodkowski to explore cross-promotion with the Mendham Business Association.
f. Kevin will ask Little League to put a promo advert on the electronic scoreboard.
3. Parade Update: 

a. The Grand Marshal and theme have been confirmed. Bruce will work with Penny & Mimi to make sure all of the invites have been sent to VIPs, auto dealers and marchers.
b. Stan asked Bruce to make sure that we have two working PA system for the parade. Bruce said that we do have them but he needs to review with Jeff Cooper so that the two are in the right places with the correct audio cables.
4. Day Camp Updates: 

a. Bruce is processing Day Camp registrations. There are currently 147 camper/weeks sold.

b. Employment contracts have been sent

i. Directors (4), Amanda Sherwin, Kristel Gallagher, Kyle Wiggins & Julia Drahzal. 

ii. Head Counselors (4), Head Counselors in Training (8), Counselors (71), Substitute (21) 

c. Mandatory training is Sunday, June 3rd from 9a-1p at Borough Park

d. Amanda will coordinate the staffing of a registration booth during the Food Truck Festival.

5. Field Updates: 

a. Hillary Clark inquired about the tennis court improvement status.

i. She was happy to hear that two of the four courts will be completely resurfaced. Stan asked Ms. Clark her preference to which courts to resurface. Hillary replied that the courts at the corner of Park and Orchard would be best for two reasons:
1. The courts near the fire / first aid have less sunlight and players prefer the sunlight on Park & Orchard. 

2. There is less noise at Park & Orchard. The noise near the fire house is a distraction to the tennis players.

b. Ms. Clark also inquired about having some sort of memorial in the park system… a named bridge for example.

i. Bruce replied that he has been in early conversations with Stan and Dave Sharkey about planting cherry blossoms along the park perimeter with memorial plaques. 
ii. Ms. Clark replied that she would support this and participate.
iii. The MBRC felt that memorial cherry blossoms would be a project for the MBRC to pursue. Especially since the current trees are being destroyed by disease and will need to be replaced.

c. Field Naming

i. Bruce asked the MBRC to refocus on this project as the timeline was to establish selection criteria by the 1st quarter of 2018 and to collect names and make recommendations to the Borough Council during the 2nd quester of 2018. 

1. Stan clarified that names reflect history of at least 100 year ago. The MBRC agreed. Bruce reiterated that choosing anyone recent could offend some and the focus is honoring Mendham’s history and not to evoke offenses. 
2. Kevin raised the names of Lowery and Talmage, but both have already been recognized with street names. Phoenix, Garabrant and Bowers were also raised, but have had buildings named after them already. 
3. Bruce reiterated the name of E.E. Elliott, the first mayor of Mendham in 1906. The consensus was favorable.

4. Bruce also echoed the name of Lenape, the natural inhabitants of the Mendham area (and all of New Jersey) going back to 1000 A.D. 

5. The MBRC agreed to both names.

6. The two MBRC recommendations will be “Elliott Field” for the upper baseball field and “Lenape Field” for the lower baseball field behind the Carriage House.
6. Prior Business: 

a. Food Truck Festival
i. Kevin reported that Little League plans to hold a Championship game during on the FTF on the upper ballfield.
7. New Business:   
a. Melissa inquired about concert and movie vendors. 
i. Bruce replied that the MBRC does not discriminate against vendors as long as they request a presence in advance of the concert or movie. The vendor is autonomous. 

ii. It was restated that the Mendham Creamery will provide for summer events.

iii. Melissa asked if it would be acceptable that Alex’s Lemonade Stand also provide for concerts or movies. The committee agreed.
Next Meeting: 7:30pm, WEDNESDAY, June 13, 2018 at the Phoenix House
